
OMG  
Orangutan 

Letter Writing Campaign 

Together we can save orangutans for at least 
One More Generation… and beyond 

Revised as of  March 2016 



WHO WE ARE 



ONE MORE GENERATION 

Back in 2009, when Olivia was just 7 and her brother Carter was 8.5, they decided to 
try and help save endangered species for at least One More Generation… and 
beyond.  They realized that unless everyone got involved, many species would 
become extinct before their kids would ever have a chance to see them. 

Trivia:  How old are Carter and Olivia today? ____________ 

Since starting OMG they have launched numerous campaigns raising awareness to 
the plight of  various species.  They have traveled all around the USA and have even 
made several trips to South Africa and even traveled to Vietnam.  They will be 
traveling to Indonesia to meet with the President of  Indonesia in late 2016. 

The following presentation was put together so that they could teach the world about 
what is happening to Orangutans and ask everyone to realize that…  

“Anybody can make a difference… if we can, you can too”.   
http://www.orangutan.org.au/adopt_orphan_orangutan/rocky_and_rickina 



BORNEAN AND SUMATRAN ORANGUTANS 

Have you ever seen an orangutan in the wild?  Do you someday want to?  If  so, we 
need your help in trying to save the species. 

In 1900, there were approximately 315,000 orangutans.  Recent estimates put the 
Bornean species at less than 55,000 individuals and the Sumatran species at *6,000 
individuals with less than 1,600 in protected areas.  

(*Recent reports shows this number of  Sumatran species could be as high as 14,600 with half  in higher elevations. It is important to note that no one has counted the 
orangutans. They count nests and estimate orangutan density, then extrapolate the density into areas that they think are similar. So these figures are always very 
broad estimates.) 

www.kpbs.org 



HOW MANY TYPES OF ORANGUTAN ARE THERE? 

Orangutans are classified as two separate species. Separated geographically by 
islands, one is found on Borneo and the other on Sumatra. The IUCN (International 
Union for Conservation of  Nature) classify Bornean orangutans as Endangered and 
Sumatran orangutans as Critically Endangered. 

Male Bornean Orangutan Male Sumatran Orangutan 

www.intrepidtravel.com zooborns.typepad.com 

When male orangutans are about 15 years old, some develop large cheek pads, 
which female orangutans apparently find attractive. 

Bornean Orangutans have 
shorter beards and are 

darker in color 

Sumatran Orangutans have 
longer beards and are more 

red in color 



By consuming large quantities of  ripe 
fruit, orangutans are one of  the most 
important seed dispersers in the 
tropical rainforest. 

Orangutans are primarily frugivorous, meaning 
their diet is made up mostly of  fruit, but they 
will also supplement their diets with leaves, 
bark, insects and, occasionally, meat, especially 
in periods of  low fruit availability. 

DID YOU KNOW? 



DID YOU KNOW? 

What is a group of  orangutans called? 

Orangutans are usually solitary creatures. 

In zoos you can find a group and then that is called a ______________ 

letzlive.org 



DID YOU KNOW? 

What is a group of  orangutans called? 

Orangutans are usually solitary creatures. 
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“Congress”  



Each orangutan needs at least one square kilometer of  rainforest to be satisfied 
with fruits and leaves. Without at least that much forest, they will lose their 
source of  food, protection and habitat. 

MATH 

How much habitat do the remaining orangutans need?  Remember, we said there 
were an estimated 55,000 Bornean orangutan and about *6,000 Sumatran 
orangutans left in the wild.  How much space do they need to survive? 

55,000 
+6,000 

DID YOU KNOW? 
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61,000 x 1-square kilometer each 
= 61,000km² = 24,000mi² 
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http://alert-conservation.org/issues-research-highlights/2014/12/18/football-fields-of-deforestation-what-does-it-mean 

61,000 x 1-square kilometer each 
= 61,000km² = 24,000mi² 

*That is the size equivalent of  the state of  
West Virginia, even if  we add in the 
estimated additional 8,000 Sumatran species 



Each orangutan needs at least one square kilometer of  rainforest to be satisfied 
with fruits and leaves. Without at least that much forest, they will lose their 
source of  food, protection and habitat. 

MATH 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

http://alert-conservation.org/issues-research-highlights/2014/12/18/football-fields-of-deforestation-what-does-it-mean 

61,000 x 1-square kilometer each 
= 61,000km² = 24,000mi² 

It is estimated that we are losing over a 
hundred soccer fields worth of  habitat each 
day  



ORANGUTAN HABITAT 

Orangutans are the largest arboreal mammal in the world. Their preferred habitat is 
low-lying peat-swamp forests - they are rarely found in habitats over an altitude of  
800m.  What does arboreal mean? 

WHERE DO ORANGUTANS LIVE? 

Although they are found on both Borneo & Sumatra, their ranges are very limited, as 
shown in the distribution map below: 
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Living in or among trees. 



THREATS TO ORANGUTAN 

Orangutans face five main threats: 

Habitat loss caused by the (OIL PALM PLANTATIONS) 

Habitat loss caused by the (ILLEGAL LOGGING) 

Habitat loss caused by the (FOREST FIRES) 

Habitat loss caused by (ILLEGAL MINING) for gold and zircon    

Hunting (HUNTING AND PET TRADE) mainly due to habitat loss which drives 
the poor animals out in the open where they are easy targets    

able2know.org 

What is the number one threat orangutans face? 
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What is the number one threat orangutans face? Habitat Loss 



HOW FAST IS THE RAINFOREST DISAPPEARING? 

Indonesia, the world’s fourth-most populous country, has the world’s third-largest 
contiguous area of  remaining tropical forests but also one of  the world’s highest 
deforestation rates. Between 1990 and 2010, Indonesia lost 1/5 of  its forest cover. 

In 2007, a United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) report suggested that 
98% of  Indonesia’s natural rainforest may be destroyed by 2022, with lowland 
forests disappearing much sooner. 

www.nature.com 

sustainablepulse.com 



OIL PALM PLANTATIONS 

EIA Indonesia and Malaysia are the world’s largest palm oil producers and global 
demand for this commodity is increasing every year.  Palm oil, produced from the oil 
palm, is a basic source of  income for many farmers in Southeast Asia, Central and 
West Africa, and Central America.  It produces up to 10 times more oil per unit area 
as soybeans, rapeseed or sunflowers.  Oil palms produce 38% of vegetable oil output 
on 5% of the world’s vegetable-oil farmland.   

Orangutan populations are threatened because their is being destroyed and converted 
to oil palm plantations.  By the beginning of  2004, there were 6.5 million hectares of  
oil palm plantations across Sumatra and Borneo. Currently, the size of  oil palm 
plantations worldwide is about 30-million hectares which is nearly the size of  
Germany! 

sayingnotopalmoil.wordpress.com www.oil-press-machine.com news.mongabay.com 



ILLEGAL LOGGING 

Illegal logging has been a major and complex problem. A report by UNEP in 2007 
stated an estimated 73-88% of  all timber logged in Indonesia is illegal. Illegal 
logging devastated protected areas, the last strongholds of  orangutans. It occurred in 
37 out of  41 Indonesian National Parks.  

Illegal loggers often dig canals to transport the logs. However the canals, drain and 
dry out the peat soils dramatically increasing the risk of  forest fires. 

www.treehugger.com 



FOREST FIRES 

The fires of  1997 and 1998, and more recently in 2006, caused terrible destruction to 
Indonesia’s forests and killed, orphaned and displaced many orangutans.  

A combination of  factors; dry debris from logging; use of  fire by palm oil 
companies; and El Nino (which resulted in a longer than normal dry season) caused 
the fire to devastate a huge area of  forest.  

Indonesia is the world’s third-largest emitter of  greenhouse gases with 75% of  its 
emissions as a result of  deforestation. Forest fires and the decomposition of  peat-
land add approximately 2,000 million tons of  CO2 to the atmosphere a year. 

www.nytimes.com 
www.theguardian.com 



ILLEGAL MINING 

Illegal Mining is one of  the reasons for the destruction of  the rainforest.  Mining has 
caused irreversible damage to Indonesia’s forests.  Tanjung Puting National Park in 
Borneo has been exploited by illegal open cast mining for gold and zircon.  

(Zircon that is mined in this case is known as “zircon sand” - a mineral that is found in 
alluvial sand. Zircon is used to enhance resistance of  the finished product against water, 
chemicals and abrasion and as whitener in porcelain tiles and ceramics.) 

Mining has turned the lush primary rainforest into a barren and lifeless desert. 
Mercury, used in the mining process, contaminates the river systems, killing fish & 
other wildlife. 

www.australianwinner.com 



HUNTING AND PET TRADE 

The main threat to orangutans is habitat loss. However, this process of  land clearing 
exposes wild orangutans, who are considered as pests and consequently some are 
shot.  

If  infant orangutans survive the death of  their mothers, they either end up as orphans 
in one of  the rehabilitation centers or enter the illegal pet trade. 



WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 

As you have learned, the main threat to orangutans is habitat loss. The number one 
thing that needs to happen is to protect their natural habitat.   

OMG has started a Orangutan Letter Writing Campaign as a way to educate kids 
around the world about what is happening and to ask each of  you to help us by 
writing a letter to the new President of  Indonesia (President Joko Widodo).  We want 
to let him know that kids all over the world care about saving orangutans and that we 
need his help. 

A prewritten letter is available on our website or you can write your own letter: 
http://onemoregeneration.org/category/orangutan/ 

!
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!
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President of Republic of Indonesia 

President Joko Widodo 

c/o One More Generation 

P.O. Box 143627 

Fayetteville, GA 30214 

 
Dear President Widodo, 

 
We are children writing to you from around the world because we want to offer you 

our friendship and pledge our support for the protection of your incredible forests. 

Today we have been learning from our friends at One More Generation (OMG) 

about the amazing Leuser Ecosystem in Aceh on the island of Sumatra. OMG is 

bringing us the latest animal conservation information regarding this region.  We are 

so saddened to hear that these forests are facing destruction right now. We are 

writing to tell you what we have learned and to ask you to work together to protect 

the Leuser Ecosystem. 

 
You must be very proud to know that the journal Science named the Leuser 

Ecosystem “one of the world’s most irreplaceable protected areas” because of its 

incredible biodiversity. We were impressed to find out that the Leuser Ecosystem 

contains the richest representation of biodiversity in all of Southeast Asia. 

Approximately 80% of the 2.6 million hectares of the Leuser Ecosystem is located in 

the province of Aceh. The Leuser Ecosystem is the last place on earth where 

orangutans, rhinos, elephants and tigers roam together in the wild. It is n
o surprise 

that international scientists and economists around the world recommended you 

nominate the whole of the Leuser Ecosystem to receive the high honor of becoming 

a World Heritage Site.  

 
We learned that the Leuser Ecosystem is just as vital to the people of Aceh as it is t

o 

the animals that live there, providing approximately four million people with clean 

water for downstream irrigation, agriculture and disaster mitigation. This protection 

even extends across Indonesia and to all of us around the globe because the forests 

and peat swamps of the Leuser Ecosystem play a critica
l role in climate regulation 

and carbon storage.  

 
Sadly, we also learned that the Leuser Ecosystem is being destroyed at a rapid rate. 

Two of the biggest culprits behind deforestation in the Leuser Ecosystem are palm oil  

 
 

!

!

 
 
 
 
 
plantations and road building. Just one example we read about is the tragic burning 

of the Tripa Peat Swamp Forest to convert it into palm oil plantations. While a greedy 

few are making big, fast profits from such destruction, the ultimate costs will be too 

much for any of us to bear.  
 
We are also deeply concerned with what is happening to orangutans and many other 

species in the area.  In 2014, estimates show that there were only about 6,300 

Sumatran orangutans remaining in Sumatra.  Many experts estimate orangutans 

could be extinct in the wild in less than 10 years.  Never before has their very 

existence been threatened so severely. Economic crisis combined with natural 

disasters and human abuses of the forest are pushing one of humankind’s closest 

cousins to extinction.  
 
We know that we are consuming so much palm oil on this side of the world and that 

this demand is driving more and more land clearing in Indonesia. We are going to 

support the work of dedicated NGOs who are spreading the word about the precious 

Leuser Ecosystem and about where to buy palm-oil free products. We hope that you 

can work together to protect the Leuser Ecosystem against the roads and palm oil 

plantations, as well as mining, logging, poaching, fires and encroachment. Some key 

solutions are good governance, sustainable land-use planning with technical experts 

and strong law enforcement.  
 
Let’s join together in a vision for changing the way we live with the natural world: 

from exploitation to protection; from deforestation to restoration. We hope that you 

will nominate the Leuser Ecosystem to become a World Heritage Site and cancel the 

proposed spatial planning law Qanun RTRWA, so Aceh can be enjoyed and revered 

by the children of future generations. 

 
Remember, “Anybody can make a difference… if we can, you can too”. 

 
Warm regards,  

 



WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 

• Ask President Widodo to please stop allowing the Palm Oil Industry and the 
Logging Industry to continue destroying the land.  

• Ask President Widodo to implement good governance – (Good governance is about 
the processes for making and implementing decisions. It’s not about making ‘correct’ 
decisions, but about the best possible process for making those decisions) 

• Ask President Widodo to seek help from experts on sustainable land-use planning. 

• Ask President Widodo to pass stronger laws that will act as a deterrent for those 
who destroy the land or hurt the animals. 

• Remind President Widodo that it’s not just  
orangutans that are critically endangered, there are  
also Sumatran Tigers, and many other species of   
plants and animals being wiped out that could 
benefit mankind with new knowledge, experiences, 
and medicines.   



WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 

• Ask President Widodo to enforced its anti-deforestation regulations.  (There are 
regulations that there shouldn’t be any forest clearance when peat land areas are 
deeper than 3m, but it still happens)  

• Ask President Widodo to enforce anti-deforestation regulations regarding the 
deforestation on slopes more than a certain steepness.  Current rules are in place but 
it still happens. And deforestation happens in protected areas too.” 

• Ask President Widodo to prevent roads being put through orangutan habitats where 
possible, since illegal clearing often happens around roads.   

• Tell President Widodo  how you really feel, let him 
know how much you care about saving orangutans 
for at least One More Generation… and beyond.   



WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 

You can also color in one of  the orangutan pictures we have and simply sign it with 
today’s date and the city and State/Country you live in:  
http://onemoregeneration.org/category/orangutan/ 

We will hand deliver all the letters and pictures to the President to show him the 
whole world is watching and asking for his help. 

Baby Climbing Tree 

Baby Swinging from Rope 

Mommy Orangutan 



WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 

Adopt an orphaned Orangutan from your local zoo or from our friends at The 
Orangutan Project:  http://www.orangutan.org.au/adopt_orphan_orangutan 

Each adoption helps the orangutans learn how to care for themselves and survive in 
the wild.  Every orphaned orangutan cared for by The Orangutan Project has lost its 
mother due to poaching or she might have been killed from wandering into an 
encroaching palm oil or paper plantation. 

The lucky rescued orphans are cared for by the staff  at The Orangutan Project and 
get to go to “Forest School” where they learn how to care for themselves and survive 
in the wild. 

Only 1 out of  6 orphans are lucky enough to be rescued – over 1,000 orphaned 
orangutans are living in the rehab centers. 

From as little as $65.00 you can make a real difference and help these infants survive.  





WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 

Visit our website at www.OneMoreGeneration.org and download this presentation 
and share it with your friends and community groups and ask them to also send in 
letters.  Education is the number one way we can save the species and we need your 
help to be the teacher for all those who are not aware of  what is happening. 

Consider joining our OMG Membership Club by visiting our website at http://
onemoregeneration.org/project/become-a-member/ and signing up for one of  our 
fun membership programs.  You can even have the whole family join in. 

Membership Levels 

Conservation Novice                        $20.00 

Eco-Protector                                    $50.00 

Family of Defenders                         $100.00 

Just some of the cool stuff you get with our Family membership program 



Remember; 

Anybody can make a 
difference… if  we can, you 

can too. 



The End 



Thank you for your 
support from all of  us at 

OMG ;-) 


